
Keeping plastics in  
the economy & out of  
the natural environment

No time to waste
Plastic pollution is a growing environmental concern, one that is rapidly turning into a crisis. The packaging 
industry in India has been growing rapidly, especially in business-to-consumer applications, fueling the 
generation of plastic waste. The total quantity of plastic packaging consumed in India is approximately 
6.33 million metric tonnes (MMT) per annum. Government policies in conjunction with individual action can 
achieve a lot, but collective action of multiple stakeholders is required to unlock barriers of circularity and 
create new business models to transform the plastic packaging sector. There is need to galvanize collective 
business action to eliminate, innovate, circulate and accelerate the transition from a linear to a circular 
economy.

Hundreds of companies operating in India, and globally, have signed on to the Ellen MacArthur Foundation’s 
New Plastics Economy Global Commitment. The India Plastics Pact will support all Indian businesses and 
identify ways to support the achievement of these goals, customized to the Indian context. It will provide a 
uni�ed national framework for a circular economy for plastics, creating structured, coherent and aligned 
targets, with associated reporting.

India Plastics Pact – the initiative
Promote a circular economy for plastics by public-private 
collaboration that enables innovative ways to eliminate, 
reuse, or recycle the plastic packaging across the plastics 
value chain and collectively achieve the long-term targets.

The India Plastics Pact, a collaborative effort between WWF 
India and CII (anchored at the CII-ITC Centre of Excellence 
for Sustainable Development), supported by WRAP and 
UKRI, is uniting businesses, the government, non-pro�ts 
and other stakeholders to:

Vision:  
a world where 
plastic is valued 

and doesn’t pollute 
the environment

Create a 
uni�ed 
national 
framework to 
drive action 
for a circular 
economy for 
plastics 

Set collective 
targets for 
transition to 
a circular 
economy for 
plastics in 
India

Develop a 
roadmap 
to reach the 
targets and 
stimulate 
progress 
through 
collaborative, 
action-oriented 
workstreams

Measure and 
report progress 
with accurate 
and timely 
data

Empower 
action by 
businesses,  
the government 
and the entire 
value chain

Support 
effective policy 
to accelerate 
progress

Engage 
citizens to 
promote reuse, 
recycling and 
prevention 
behaviours Ph
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 Eliminate unnecessary and 
problematic plastic packaging 
through redesign and innovation

Make/design plastic packaging to be 
reusable, recyclable or compostable

Effectively recycle (or compost) plastic 
packaging

Incorporate recycled content across 
all plastic packaging

India  
Plastics  

Pact

Business 
commitments

Policy 
advocacy

Capacity-
building

Peer 
network 
connectCitizen 

engagement 
campaigns

Sustainable 
waste models

Research & 
Innovation

The India Plastics Pact will be collective and appropriate for the Indian context. Member businesses will report 
annually to CII and WWF India, to track and monitor progress. Individual progress of the member companies 
won’t be shared/published externally. Targets are being developed by consulting the member organisations.

 Members
Everyone has a role in the India Plastics Pact 

Activities envisioned under India Plastics Pact Targets
All Plastics Pacts align around four ambitious, 
time-bound targets to focus action and resources. 
These are:
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The India Plastics Pact is fully supported by WRAP UK, a key partner of the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, who 
are providing operational and technical support to the Plastics Pacts in Europe, America, Australia and Africa, 
as well as running the UK Plastics Pact.

 Businesses 

 Produce plastic/plastic packaging

Brand, retailer, importer, manufacturer, 
wholesaler, supplier, hospitality business 
that selling plastic packaging products 

 Manage/collect/recycle/reprocess  
plastic waste

 Supporters 

Non-pro�ts

Governments
National  |  State  |  Local

Informal waste sector bodies

Financial institutions

Research/technology providers



 Global movement

are now 10 national or regional Plastics Pacts in the Global Network, all working towards the overarching 

The India Plastics Pact will collaborate and engage with other Pacts to catalyse action in other countries  
across Asia.

Contact:
Varun Aggarwal
Associate Director,
Sustainable Business
WWF India

Dr. Nandini Kumar
Consultant
CII
nandini.kumar@cii.in

For more information, 
Please visit site: 
www.indiaplasticspact.org

Pledging 
support

WWF India and CII call out to stakeholders in different parts of the plastics 
value chain to join, support and take steps towards a circular economy. 

initiative, which share the overarching vision: to change the way plastics are 
designed, used, and reused, to transition to a circular economy where plastics 
never become waste.

•  Opportunity to demonstrate dynamic industry leadership, and access 
to expert, impartial advice on sustainable plastics

•  Create new cross-value partnerships with businesses, NGOs and 
governments to catalyse progress toward national targets and the 
New Plastics Economy Global Commitment

•  Access to research, innovation and technical guidance

•  Help shape the India Plastics Pact’s targets, roadmap and workstreams

Why join 
the India  
Plastics 
Pact? 
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